Greater San Diego Math Council

Elementary Math Field Day

5th grade event

Heads-Up


Heads-up is a computation and strategy game.  In this activity students will, in the designated time limit of three minutes, place all the tiles on the game board to make true number equations.

Four operations are used: addition and subtraction with three tiles; multiplication and division  with four tiles.

After the allotted time, students transfer the equations onto their recording sheet.  The player with the greatest total score for all games is the winner.


· Game board -- reproduce on tag board  or construction paper, laminate or cover with plastic protector.

· Timer – kitchen clock timer or an egg timer (hourglass), three minutes.

· Tiles (14 per player) – blank tile may be purchased.  Numerals can be put on die with gum sticker or markers.  Die should be numbered as follows:

1) 4, 12, 2, 10, 7, 3
6)
3,4,8,5,12,10
11)
3,11,6,2,7,14

2) 13,7,10,12,2,4
7)
9,10,1,6,4,13
12)
10,11,1,2,14,7

3) 1,2,8,14,5,4
8)
8,13,4,1,6,12
13)
3,15,9,1,3,2

4) 4,13,3,10,8,1
9
14,2,6,5,11,3
14)
1,5,3,6,4,13

5) 8,3,12,1,7,9
10)
2,13,3,9,6,8

Container – to shake die (orange juice can)


Players: All students play at the same time.

To begin:  The teacher/instructor rolls out the 14 die and writes the numbers on the blackboard.  The time begins (3 minutes) as soon as the die are rolled.  One student records the numbers on their 14 tiles with crayons or felt tip pens.  The tiles are placed on the game board so as to correctly complete each of the equations.  No particular order of equation is necessary.  When the three minutes are up the teacher/instructor calls “HEADS UP.”  Each player transfers the equations onto their recording sheet.  Boxes not used are to be X out.  (All boxes in any one equation must be completely filled into be counted as a completed equation.)

To Score:  For each correctly completed equation the face value of the die actually used in the equation are tallied.  The player with the greatest  total for all the games is the winner.

Heads Up Score Sheet

Name __________________________
School __________________
Time ________

Round 1


Round 4

Sum of blocks Used ____________


Sum of blocks Used ____________
Round 2


Round 5


Sum of blocks Used ____________


Sum of blocks Used ____________
Round 3


Round 6


Sum of blocks Used ____________


Sum of blocks Used ____________
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